
 

Researchers Alani, Jess, and Virginia were dazzled!

The Smith family from Newman recently visited the Telethon 
Institute for the assessments of twins Rachel and Natasha. 

Dressed in gauzy fairy costumes, the girls delighted everyone 
who caught a glimpse of them! 

Fairies from the far north visit the 
Telethon Institute for Child Health Research

November 2008

There is a lot of “behind the scenes” activity that 
goes on at the LOOKING at Language study. 
Researchers spend their time on the telephone 
setting up assessments and also confirming 
assessment times with parents. Sometimes this 

may take multiple calls since most families are 
pretty busy people! For each assessment, whether in the 

van or here at the Telethon Institute for Child Health Research, 
researchers prepare by checking their files to make sure they have all the 
correct tests that they will need. After an assessment, 
there is a lot more work to be done: checking the 
van and re-stocking if necessary; transcribing the 
language samples, checking all the paperwork again 
and updating the database. While all these tasks are 
part of the job, all researchers agree that the time 
spent with the kids is the best part of their work!

What do researchers DO when they’re 
not out in the vans? 



What’s happening  in 2009?
2009 will be another interesting year 
for LaL participants!

Twins born 97/98 
You will continue 
your last face-to-face 
assessments and 
some family member 

assessments will be scheduled as 
well.
Twins born 00/01
You have had a quiet time this year! 
Your face-to-face assessments will 
start again around July or August of 
‘09.
Twins born 01/02
You are in for a bit of a break until 
you are 9 years old, but some of your 
family members may be asked to do 
face-to-face assessments.
Twins born 02/03
You will be receiving your 6 year old 
questionnaires in the post (they are 
the last ones!) and also being seen 
for your face-to-face assessments.

We are truly appreciative of the 
time and effort you have all put 
into the data collection for the 
study. Every questionnaire that is 
completed, every assessment that 
is done - all these elements help to 
piece together a picture of language 
development that would not be 
possible without your commitment 
and help!

If you have any queries about any of the 
material published in First Word please 
contact: 
Jan Coe - Family Coordinator
By phone: 9489 7767
By email: jcoe@ichr.uwa.edu.au

LOOKING at Language is located at 
the Telethon Institute for Child Health 
Research
100 Roberts Road, SUBIACO, WA 6008 
Email: looklang@curtin.edu.au
Phone: 9489 7777, Fax: 9489 7700

For stories, photos, or drawings you’d like 
to see in First Word, send them to:
LOOKING at Language
PO Box 855, WEST PERTH, WA 6872

Speech Pathology Australia’s

Speech Pathology Australia started the book awards six years ago.  
The initiative promotes quality Australian  children’s language 
and literacy, enhances people’s awareness of the role speech 
pathologists play in literacy development and encourages a love 
of learning from books. 

The 2008 Awards recognised books in the following 
categories:

Young Children (approximate age range 2-5 years)• 
Pamela Allen for Is Your Grandmother a Goanna?

Lower Primary (approximate age range 5-8 years)• 
Nadia Wheatley & Ken Searle for Going Bush

Upper Primary (approximate age range 8-12 years)• 
Jenni Overend for Stride’s Summer

For plot descriptions and more about the book awards go to: 
www.speechpathologyaustralia.org.au/Content.aspx?p=216

Interesting Websites
Twins and Multiples dot org
http://www.twinsandmultiples.org
Based at Curtin University of Technology, the aim of this website is 
to provide information about issues facing twins and multiples as 
they begin their schooling years.

The Australian Twin Registry
http://www.twins.org.au
The ATR is a non-profit organisation that maintains a voluntary 
registry of twin pairs and their relatives who are willing to consider 
participating in health-related research. It also publishes an annual 
newsletter that contains interesting articles and research news. 

Growing Up in Australia
http://www.aifs.gov.au/growingup/links.html
This page, from the web site of the Growing Up in Australia Study 
links to other longitudinal studies of interest throughout the 
world.


